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South Africa’s growth rate s amongst the lowest in Sub-Saharan Africo

b A o EEPE _ __ 2023 GDP Growth Rates | |
Congo Dem Rep ' : - : _ E— — ' — 8,56
‘Rwanda = — : : — — _ — - : . — - — 8,24 '
- Mauritius : — — = — : : m 6,96 o -
. Guinea : : : : : - : : — 6,74
Mauritania S— — , — , — : _ — : 6,51
Ethiopia T — — S— - m— 650
Togo f - — - — ' - S— — 641
- Benin * . — : . - - - ' — — 6,35
- Cote d'lvoire —— : : : : : - . ' 6,20
-'.Sierra Leone _ : . I— : _ . 5,71 o
' Kenya | —— . — : : — — = — 556
‘Cabo Verde : __ — = : — — I 548
Mozamblque : I— — _ : : = e mm 544
-~ Zambia : —— - ! —— _ — E— 537
Uganda — : . : — — — 5,34
 Zimbabwe  [m— : — - . - — . S— 5,34
Gumea Bissau W= . — I - : : — - 520 -
' Tanzania [me - _ — : _ : - ., ) : 1507
~ Eswatini — : — : : - ! . : — 5,01
- Gambia, The |t . — - E— : — m— 480
N Lib,eria : : — : : — N 468
- Mali — — — ! — : : W 466
Senegal — — : . : — - 458
Somalia - _ . _ — , . _ 4,22 i
Namlbla _ _ _ — : e 4,16
- Chad P — - S— - - ' - 4,12
Madagascar  f— S— — : — . 380
Cameroon.: ! —— : — — . 3,25
~Seychelles - — : : 3,16
-~ Comoros [ — : — — 300
Burkma Faso. — A— _ — 1296
‘Ghana — , — : _ _ — 2,94
- Nigeria' : . : : : -2',86 '
Botswana_ : — — : — m273
~ Burundi . — W—2,70
Niger : - - 250 _
~ Gabon (e—— : - 245
Congo Rep. I— \ 1,91 '
- Malawi A— 189
Lesotho '- . , 1,33
s : ~Angola . : 1,00
CentraIAfrlcan Republlc_ — 0,87
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'- ncted seacb O uUnderstand

SOUth Africa’s weak export perfoan

Finding T: South Africa’'s exports have expanded more slowly than the rest of the
economy and remained highly concentrated in a few products and markets.

Finding 2: While South Africa’s exports to African markets have expanded faster than
to other destinations, they have remained constrained by tariffs and logistics barriers.

Finding 3: Exports in services have underperformed merchandise exports contrary to
the global trend, but there is significant growth among knowledge-intensive services.

Finding 4: Export have been dominated by a few firms, in a context of declining entry
rates and few new entrants surviving and growing over time.

Finding 5:Increasing transport and logistical costs have penalized the competitiveness
of South African exports.

Finding 6: Although South Africa failed to significantly increase its total exports
over the past decade, higher exports at the firm level have been associated with
improvements in wages, especially for low earners.

at the expense of competitiveness, penalizing export performance and consumers.




How cOuUld SOUth Africa Improve its competitiveness?
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